While the basic customs associated with contracting marriage in Islamic society are well known,1 marriages as practiced in pre-modern Islam are much less so. This is especially true as regards marriages among the population in general outside the social elite. One highly useful source of material that sheds some light on this largely intractable topic is Ibn Ṭawq's Taʿlīq, a record (yawmiyyāt)2 written in Damascus between 1480 and 1503. Out of the hundreds of notarial documents it contains, there are about 150 marriage contracts (ʿaqd), 65 of which are relatively rich in details. This is undoubtedly the best set of data on marriage one could hope to find on a pre-Ottoman Islamic society anywhere. What does it teach us? First, and this should come as no surprise, in cases where the parties to the marriage can be identified in terms of their social status, equality can often be demonstrated. Examples abound. The prominent Shāfiʿite Shaykh al-Islām Taqī al-Dīn Ibn Qāḍī ʿAjlūn married Sārah, the daughter of the kārim merchant Shihāb al-Dīn Ibn al-Muzalliq.3 This marriage took place when the shaykh was 62 years of age and it followed his lengthy strained relationship with his first wife, known as "the Egyptian," over the course of which they once separated but shortly afterwards reunited.4 In fact, about sixteen months after his marriage to Sārah, the marriage to the "Egyptian" was terminated once again. , who had served as his guardian after his father's death when he was barely two years old.7 Ḥasan ibn al-Naḥḥās, apparently a wealthy man, married the granddaughter of the qāḍī of Adhrūʿāt.8 Of the 150 marriage contracts that Ibn Ṭawq recorded, about a dozen were to widows.9 The status of the widow, whether she had been married to a qāḍī, for example, or herself descended from a family of qāḍīs, could have improved her chances for a second marriage. About two dozen cases are listed as marriages between first degree cousins or more distant relatives. 10 In about a dozen marriages the bride was a divorcee.11 Here, as required by law, three menstrual cycles needed to have elapsed to ascertain that no pregnancy was involved in the dissolved marriage.12 On occasion, the newly-wed who had been a divorcee was allowed to reside in her home. If she had young children from her previous marriage, maintenance money (nafaqa) could be demanded from the new husband.13
